THE MEANING OF THE KHILAFAT                            67
I do not know what are exactly the aims of the non-co-operators, but
it would appear they have come to object, in toto, to any British officials in
the country. Rome was not built in a day, and a constitution cannot be
framed ahead of the conditions of a country. Suppose all British officials
were to leave bag and baggage tomorrow and Natives put in their place,
would the administration be as pure as it is, would justice be done every-
where through the courts of your great country? I understand, that the
Indians fear the Native police, and their officials (Natives) are peculiar-
ly open to bribery and corruption. Before a people can be self-governing
there must be a basis of national character on which to build and with
which to build, and has the day come, when there are forces running
through your various spheres of social, educational and political life that
are regenerative and purifying?
Political propaganda, if revolutionary, may easily attract the basest
and most malevolent among men, and if they capture the control of machi-
nery of organization, the blind and more than blind will lead those who
follow their dictum to the pit. I am sure, that you personally have not
departed from your noble ideals and unselfish spirit of patriotism and jus-
tice, and freedom of soul, but there may be great slumbering forces awa-
kened in the state of society around you, that may carry you far beyond
the points of wisdom and measures that make for true national well-
being. Your country has all the elements that might make India a Rus-
sia, a Sinn Fein Ireland, a land of civil war, inter-tribal bloodshed.
Division may easily spread through a land like India, your independent
princes become arrayed on opposing sides, and no strong controlling
unifying power be forthcoming to preserve peace, conserve progress,
lead the way to fidler national life. Your pathway must be surrounded by
snares and pitfalls which you can only escape by a clear vision of the will
of God and unfaltering adherence thereto. As long as you coincide with
the wishes of the popular clamour, there will be many who will cry
"Hosanna" and will strew your path with palm leaves, but if you adhere
to the high principles of the vision of God, the same people will cry,
"Grucify him, away with him.** You know the parallel. He unfalteringly
followed the will of God and they rejected Him. His aims were too
pure, His kingdom too spiritual, His methods too divine. He died, but
God raised Him up and made that resurrection the life of the world*!
thought, made Him meet the need of all the men as Saviour, High
Priest to represent, King to rule over.
Courage, brother; do not stumble,
Though thy path be dark as night;
"There's a star to guide the humble;
Trust in God and do the right.